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4.5 Negative Exponents and Reciprocals

Recall again: (xa) =

* 3-2 = 

Check: 2-2 = also 2-2 =       

(xb)

* If x is a non-zero number and n is a rational number then,

and

ex. a) 5-2 b) 1000-2 c)   1  

d) 4-1/2 e) (-27)-1/3 f) 16-3/4

g) 27-2/3 h)

  

3-4

 2 
5( )-3
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homefun: pg. 233 #(3-8)ace, 9, 10, 13, 14, 16, 18, 20

and review pg. 236 #1-8

ex. Simplify

a) b) (0.04)-3/2 

c) 32-0.6

* A nice shortcut

25
36(  )-1/2


